Date



Religious Instruction programme opt out 

Dear Principal
I/We do not wish ______Child/Children Name_______________ to attend the religious instruction programme provided by church volunteers at our school.
Please consider this letter as notice to opt him/her/them out of the programme.
I/We would like to request the Board of Trustees review the provision of religious instruction at our school.  The Board can find full information about the rationale for removing religious instruction at www.TeachNotPreach.org.nz.
I/We do not believe that our secular, state primary schools are the place to provide single faith religious instruction.  Families wishing their children to learn the Christian faith have appropriate means for them to do so, in church and Sunday School.
Only 30% of state primary schools now include these programmes, and the majority of New Zealanders do not approve of them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In today’s multicultural New Zealand, where children come from many diverse backgrounds, and less than 38% of our population consider themselves Christian, it is unacceptable that any student who does not want to take part has to opt out, and leave their own classroom.   I/We look forward to a review of religious instruction at our school.
Yours sincerely


Parent/Whanau name and signature
